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Two members of the Ashridge 
Alumni: Mike Gilbert – past 
Chairman and lifelong member of 
the Ashridge Alumni – and his wife 
Deborah, were members of the 
successful rowing team that won 
the first London to Paris Rowing 
Race, held in May 2008. They are 
the first husband and wife team to 
complete the course and Deborah 
is one of the first women to do it.

A gruelling endurance race over 
417 nautical miles involved rowing 
a traditional Thames Waterman 
cutter from Westminster Bridge in 
London to the Eiffel Tower in Paris 
via Ramsgate, Dover, Cap Gris 
Nez, Le Havre and 200 miles of the 
Seine – against the tide.

<

Mike and Deborah Gilbert 
with the CNA trophy for 
fastest elapsed time.

The route from 
Westminster Bridge,  
in London, to the  
Eiffel Tower in Paris
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Ashridge Alumni pair win London to Paris rowing race
Mike Gilbert (Strategic Management Programme 1997-1998)

gilberts@langstone.net

Mike said: “Our team of six 
men and four women were from 
all walks of life; teachers, bankers, 
and publishers. They undertook 
this challenge in September 2007 
and spent six months training and 
practising to get the appropriate 
level of fitness, experience in sea 
and river rowing.”

They also won a second trophy 
for the pursuit race section of the 
race where the faster boat was 
handicapped and points were 
awarded for ‘first across the line’. 
In spite of a challenging handicap 
of over a minute a mile, Langstone 
won four out of six pursuit legs 
to win the Pedro boats Pursuit 
Challenge Shield.  

The Langstone team 
are raising money for their  
Langstone Lifesavers Fund – 
charities that include RNLI Hayling, 
The British Heart Foundation  
and Cancer Research. Pledges  
so far amount to almost £15,000; 
you can still give by visiting  
www.langstonecutters.com 

If you want to hear more about 
the race, there is a talk and slide 
show available from Mike. For a 
small donation to his charity he 
will share with you the joys and 
frustrations of forming a successful 
and close knit winning team from a 
group of enthusiastic amateurs. 

You can contact him on 
gilberts@langstone.net
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 CHATHAM HOUSE

Independent thinking  
on international affairs
In 2008, Ashridge became an Academic Institutional Member of 
Chatham House, which has been the home of the Royal Institute of 
International Affairs, one of the world’s leading international affairs 
think tanks and membership organisations, for over eight decades. 

Founded in 1920 and 
located in St James’s 
Square in London, Chatham 
House celebrated the 80th 
anniversary of the granting of 
its Royal Charter in 2006. The 
Chatham House Rule, famous 
worldwide for facilitating free 
speech and confidentiality at 
meetings, originated here. 
The mission of Chatham 
House is “to be a world-
leading source of independent 
analysis, informed debate and 
influential ideas on how to 
build a prosperous and secure 
world for all.”

Chatham House brings 
together people and 
organisations with an interest 
in international affairs. It 
provides an independent forum 
in which academia, business, 
diplomats, the media, NGOs, 
politicians, policy makers 
and researchers can interact 
in an open and impartial 
environment. Chatham House 
regularly hosts high-profile 
speakers from around the 
world who in 2007 included 
UN Secretary General Ban 
Ki-Moon, Britain’s Foreign 
Secretary David Miliband and 
President of Ghana, HE John 
Agyekum Kufuor.

The research team is 
core to all activities and 
Chatham House aims to 
set the agenda and shape 

policy by encouraging new 
ideas and forward thinking in 
international affairs. Research 
focuses on key regions of the 
world – Africa, the Americas, 
Asia, Europe, Middle East, 
Russia and Eurasia – as well 
as addressing wide-ranging 
themes including energy, 
environment and development 
together with international 
economics, international law 
and international security. 
More than 50 reports, briefings 
and books are published each 
year on these subjects.

With nearly 5,000  
individual, corporate and 
academic members, Chatham 
House is a market place 
for ideas where members, 
supporters, thought leaders 
and speakers represent a  
cross section of the 
most influential people in 
business and public life. 
From involvement in crucial 
negotiations, to creating 
front-page news, and with 
a research team that is core 
to all its activities, Chatham 
House is vital to anyone with 
an interest in international 
affairs.

Alumni membership 
discount
As part of Ashridge’s academic 
membership of Chatham 
House, the one-off joining fee 

will be waived for all Ashridge 
Alumni members* who are 
interested in becoming a 
member of Chatham House. 
This amounts to a discount of 
£50 for full members and £30 
for members under the age  
of 35.

Members’ benefits include 
access with a guest to 
approximately 90 events 
per year with high profile 
speakers from around the 
world, subscriptions to the 
publications The World Today 
and International Affairs, 
and use of the library and 
information services. 

To take advantage of 
this discount, please visit: 
www.chathamhouse.org.uk/
academics/ashridge where 
you can learn more about 
the benefits of joining and 
apply online. Please email  
Dr Carina Schofield on carina.
schofield@ashridge.org.uk 
for the required password 
to gain access to the online 
membership form.

For further information 
about Chatham House visit: 
www.chathamhouse.org.uk, 
phone: 020 7957 5700 or 
email them: membership@
chathamhouse.org.uk �Q

*Ashridge Alumni membership must be paid  
and up-to-date at the time of application to  
Chatham House. Please quote your membership 
number when applying.

Chatham House regularly 
hosts high-profile 
speakers from around 
the world. 

Top; Condoleezza Rice 
Bottom; Ban Ki-Moon

classnotes continued
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Alumni membership benefits

For an annual subscription of only £50 you can enjoy a vast array of benefits 
that will help you in your career, your current job, and provide opportunities  
for networking and socialising.

Full membership of the 
Ashridge Alumni Association 
is open to all participants 
and past participants on 
Ashridge open, tailored and 
qualification programmes. For 
an annual subscription of only 
£50 – which is normally tax 
deductible – you can enjoy a 
vast array of benefits that 
will help you in your career, 
your current job, and provide 
opportunities for networking 
and socialising.  We hope that 
as many of you as possible 
will make the most of your 
membership; so as an aide 
memoire, here is a summary 
of some of the latest (and 
more longstanding) ways you 
can get real value from your 
subscription!

NEW
We have negotiated a 
special deal with the Royal 
Commonwealth Club, which 
has agreed to waive the one-
off joining fee for members 
of Ashridge alumni. If you 

want to have somewhere to 
touch base in London and a 
range of cities internationally, 
this could be ideal for you. 
For more information visit  
www.ashridge.org.uk/alumni

NEW
Enjoy the credibility of being 
part of the Ashridge alumni 
group on LinkedIn. Launched 
earlier this year, the group now 
has 270 members, with more 
of you joining each day – see 
page 39.

Come back to Ashridge
Subject to availability, you can 
have lunch (£15) or dinner 
(£28) at Ashridge and enjoy 
bed and breakfast for £80 per 
night – including use of the 
Lifestyle Centre. If you time 
your visit for the first Thursday 
of the month, you can attend 
the alumni First Thursday Club 
– see opposite.

 You can also enjoy a 10% 
price reduction on Ashridge 
Open (non-qualification) 
Programmes and Events.

The terms and conditions 
relating to these offers are on 
our website, but it’s always 
best to check availability 
with the Alumni Office before 
making your plans.

Ashridge Learning 
Resource Centre (LRC) is 
one of the biggest library 
collections of business and 
management materials in 
Europe. Open round the 
clock, with highly experienced 
staff to help you find what you 
need, it’s an ideal resource for 
your business projects, your 
professional development 
and planning your next career 
move. Alumni also have 
access to the Ashridge Virtual 
Learning Resource Centre, 
enabling you to access a 
wealth of information at your 
convenience, whatever part 
of the world you happen to 
be in.

Take part in events
Alumni members enjoy preferential 
rates at Business Briefings, held 
in London, and Workshops and 
Masterclasses that usually take 
place at Ashridge during weekends. 
The themes are always topical, 
of relevance to your business or 
personal development, led by 
faculty you might know from your 
time at Ashridge or by external 
experts.

Every two years, an MBA 
Refresher weekend enables all 
alumni (not just MBAs, so don’t be 
put off by the title!) to come back 
to Ashridge and over three days, 
bring their skills and thinking right 
up to date. 

Have fun with friends
We provide the venue and do all 
the arrangements: you just turn 
up and have a great time! This is 
the pattern for our regional dinners 
in the UK, Germany and Benelux  
(plus occasional other places); 
an annual dinner at Ashridge; 
and family days. You are always 
welcome in the Ashridge bar on the 
first Thursday of each month, for 
the First Thursday Club, which is an 
opportunity to network informally 
over a drink. 

Keep in touch
The Alumni website enables 
you to stay part of the Ashridge 
community through its many 
features, which include e-sharing, 
an online register, photos, news 
and career services. We also send 
you a monthly e-newsletter and 
popular Ashridge publications such 
as 360° – the Ashridge journal and 
this bi-annual magazine, Network – 
the Ashridge magazine.

To take out or renew  
your subscription,  
either download an 
application form or  
email Michelle Dann on 
alumni@ashridge.org.uk.

< 
Benefits include excellent food, well-equipped 
leisure facilities and access to the Learning 
Resource Centre.
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Shadi Khoroushi 
Alumni Director  
(Secretary of Alumni Council)

Tel: +44 1442 841094 
shadi.khoroushi@ashridge.org.uk

Michelle Dann
Alumni Administrator

Tel: +44 1442 841202 
michelle.dann@ashridge.org.uk

Elaine Mills
Alumni Relations Administrator

Tel: +44 1442 841406 
elaine.mills@ashridge.org.uk 

who’s who

The members of the  
Alumni Council 2008 are now  
as follows:

Bernhard Bachmann 
Mark Harris (Chair) 
Maurice Janssen 
Mary Jeffery 
Shadi Khoroushi (Secretary) 
Nigel Kippax (Deputy Chair) 
Neil McCrossen 
Elaine Mills 
Kai Peters 
Mirjam Schokker 
Gwen Stirling 
Amirtharaj Thankaraj 
Ian White 



Network editorial team: Louise Conway, Ronan Gruenbaum, Shadi Khoroushi, Mike McCabe,  
Dr Delma O’Brien, Toby Roe.

Copyright 2008, The Ashridge Trust.

You may copy and circulate this publication to as many people as you wish. All rights reserved.
Registered as Ashridge (Bonar Law Memorial) Trust. Charity number 311096.

Designed by Red Sky: www.redsky.biz

This issue of Network magazine  
can be downloaded in PDF format at 
www.ashridge.org.uk/network Ashridge’s international contacts:

Benelux  

Email: benelux@ashridge.org.uk

Central and Eastern Europe  

Email: eeurope@ashridge.org.uk

Denmark  

Email: denmark@ashridge.org.uk

China  

Email: china@ashridge.org.uk

Germany  

Email: germany@ashridge.org.uk

India  

Email: india@ashridge.org.uk

Middle East  

Email: middle.east@ashridge.org.uk

North America  

Email: north.america@ashridge.org.uk

Norway  

Email: norway@ashridge.org.uk

Sweden  

Email: sweden@ashridge.org.uk

Turkey  

Email: turkey@ashridge.org.uk

Ashridge, Berkhamsted, Hertfordshire 
HP4 1NS, United Kingdom

Telephone: +44 (0)1442 843491   
Facsimile: +44 (0)1442 841209
Email: contact@ashridge.org.uk  

www.ashridge.org.uk
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The genie is out of the 

bottle. Kai Peters 

considers the 

implications of 

technology on the 

workforce of the future 
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Alumni news 

Mark Harris elected 

Chairman of the 

Ashridge Alumni Council  

p38

My Ashridge: 

Rollercoasters  

and reflections  

from Pete Markey  

p34

Our Man at Ashridge. 

James Morrison, FCO, 

returns from secondment 

to Ashridge  

p12

EasyLearning  

for easyJet, with 

Ashridge VLRC  

p30

The face and make-up of 
boardrooms are changing. 
Veuve Clicquot Business 
Woman of the Year. p4

The Ashridge 
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Toasting success




